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INTRODUCTION 

Overview 

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) adopted a new Solid Waste Regulation entitled “Rule 
391-3-4-.10 Coal Combustion Residuals” (State CCR Rule). This rule, effective November 22, 2016, applies 
to owners and operators of new and existing coal combustion residuals (CCR) disposal facilities that 
dispose or otherwise engage in solid waste management of CCR generated from the combustion of coal 
at electric utilities and independent power producers. The State CCR Rule incorporates by reference the 
provisions contained in the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Title 40 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) §257 (40 CFR §257) (Federal CCR Rule). Section (9) of the State CCR Rules 
requires all CCR units in Georgia to obtain a solid waste handling permit. Pursuant to these requirements, 
Georgia Power Company (GPC) has prepared this permit application for the closure of Plant Hammond 
Ash Pond 3 (AP-3). 

GPC owns and operates a four-unit coal fired power plant in Floyd County, Georgia on Plant Hammond 
property, approximately one mile west of Rome, Georgia. AP-3 was commissioned in 1977, and historically 
received CCR from generating activities. AP-3 currently is covered with a geomembrane cap system and 
no longer receives waste. Per State CCR Rule 391-3-4.10(2)(a), which incorporates the definitions of the 
different CCR units under the Federal CCR Rule (40 CFR § 257.53), AP-3 meets the definition of an inactive 
CCR surface impoundment because it ceased receiving CCR before October 19, 2015 and still contained 
both CCR and liquids after October 19, 2015. 

GPC began to comply with the requirements of the Federal CCR Rule for closure of inactive impoundments 
prior to the amendment of the Georgia Rules to include CCR under Solid Waste Management regulations. 
For AP-3, this consisted of initiating closure activities under the “3-year closure provision” provided in 40 
CFR §257.100(b)(5), which was part of the Federal CCR Rule published in April 2015 but was removed from 
the final Federal CCR Rule published in August 2016.  The final Federal CCR Rule published on August 5, 
2016 also amended timeframes for location demonstrations, design and operating criteria, groundwater 
monitoring and corrective action, closure, and post-closure care for inactive surface impoundments.  
These amended timeframes apply to AP-3 because GPC met the deadlines listed in 40 CFR 257.100(e)(i)- 
(iii) by notifying EPD of the intent to initiate closure of AP-3 on December 7, 2015, i.e. prior to the Federal 
CCR Rule deadline of December 17, 2015. While the closure activities at AP-3 were initiated before Georgia 
adopted rules for the management of CCR (November 22, 2016), GPC conducted these activities in 
accordance with the requirements of State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10. 

GPC completed AP-3 closure-in-place in the second quarter of 2018 in accordance with State CCR Rule 
391-3-4-.10(7)(b), which incorporates the requirements of the Federal CCR Rule 40 CFR §257.102(d). 
Closure of AP-3 included dewatering and grading the CCR within AP-3 to promote positive stormwater 
drainage and installing a geomembrane cover system. 

Following closure of the unit, GPC will conduct post-closure care for a period of 30 years. This will include 
routine inspections of the unit and groundwater monitoring in accordance with the groundwater 
protection standards established in State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(6)(b), which reference the constituents 
listed in Federal CCR Rule 40 C.F.R. 257, Subpart D, Appendix III and IV. 
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Currently there is no planned post-closure use for the AP-3 after closure; however, the facility is being 
considered for solar panel installation in the future. Any future use of the property after closure will not 
disturb the integrity of the final cover, liner, or any other component of the containment system. Prior to 
any future use, EPD approval is required. Calculations are presented as an addendum to the Engineering 
Report in Section 3 of Part B of the permit application for the potential solar panel installation. 

Plant Hammond AP-3 Permitting Requirements 

This permit application addresses the closure-in-place of this facility as well as the permit application 
requirements of State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(9)(b) and State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6. for an inactive 
CCR surface impoundment as follows: 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)1.  - A completed form designated by EPD. 

The completed form is included in Section 2 of Part A of the permit application. 
 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)2. - Written verification that the site conforms to all local zoning or land use 

ordinances. 
Zoning Confirmation is included in Section 4 of Part A of the permit application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)3. - Property boundary survey and legal description. 

The property boundary survey is included in the Closure Drawings in Section 9 and the 
legal description is presented in the Closure Plan in Section 7 of Part A of this permit 
application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)4. - Financial assurance mechanism meeting the criteria in Rule 391-3-4-.13. 

In compliance with applicable securities laws and regulations, GPC will provide specific 
cost estimates for closure and post-closure care during the permit application review 
process as estimates are developed and finalized. It is anticipated these estimates will be 
available to EPD in the first half of 2019.  GPC will provide a demonstration of financial 
assurance upon approval of closure and post-closure care cost estimates by EPD. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)5. - A qualified professional engineer's certification that all application 

requirements have been met. 
The professional engineer’s certification is included in Section 3 of Part A of the permit 
application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(i) – Technical data and report showing compliance with 40 CFR 257.100. 

The location restrictions are addressed in Section 1 of Part B of the permit application. 
The design criteria have been prepared and posted in the GPC website under 
Environmental Compliance and are included in the CCR Website Postings in Section 4 of 
Part B of the permit application. The operating criteria have been prepared and posted in 
the GPC website under Environmental Compliance, are included in the CCR Website 
Postings in Section 4 of Part B of the permit application and are discussed in the Closure 
Plan in Section 7 of Part A of the permit application. A Groundwater Monitoring Plan has 
been prepared and is included in Section 6 of Part A of the permit application. An initial 
Closure Plan and Post-Closure Plan have been prepared and posted in the GPC website 
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under Environmental Compliance. The Closure Plan and Post-Closure Plan for the State 
CCR Rule are included in Section 7 and Section 8 of Part A of the permit application, 
respectively. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(ii) – Technical report of geological and hydrogeological units within the 
disposal site. 

The Hydrogeologic Assessment Report has been prepared and included in Section 2 of 
Part B of the permit application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(iii) – Potentiometric surface map of the water table. 

This map is provided in the Groundwater Monitoring Plan in Section 6 of Part A in the 
permit application. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(iv) – Siting report which includes identification of wetlands, floodplains, 
and seismic impact zones. 

The identification of wetlands and seismic impact zones are addressed in the Location 
Restrictions Report in Section 1 of Part B in the permit application. Floodplains are 
addressed in the Initial Structural Stability Assessment posted on the GPC website under 
Environmental Compliance and also included in the CCR Website Postings in Section 4 of 
Part B in the permit application. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(v) – Written closure plan that includes at a minimum: 
I. Narrative describing how the CCR unit will be closed including the elimination of free 

liquids and stabilization of remaining waste or by closure through removal of CCR.  
AP-3 is capped-in-place and the initial written Closure Plan and initial Post-
Closure Plan have been prepared in accordance with State CCR Rule 391-3-4-
.10(7)(a) and posted in the GPC website under Environmental Compliance. The 
Closure Plan for the State CCR Rule is included in Section 7 of Part A in the permit 
application. The Post-Closure Plan for the State CCR Rule is included in Section 8 
of Part A in the permit application. 

 
II. Identification of any pipes, utilities, or other penetrations through or beneath the 

impoundment. The inspection frequency and method of evaluation should be 
provided.  

Compliance information is located in the Closure Plan in Section 7 of Part A in 
the permit application. 

 
III. Final cover analysis.  

The final cover analysis is located in the Engineering Report in Section 3 of Part 
B in the permit application.  

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(vi) – Stability analysis that, at a minimum, includes the following:  

I. On-site or local soil conditions that may result in significant differential settling.  
The Location Restriction Report and Hydrogeologic Assessment Report are 
addressed in Section 1 and Section 2 of Part B in the permit application, 
respectively.  
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II. On-site or local geologic or geomorphologic features.  

The Location Restriction Report and Hydrogeologic Assessment Report are 
addressed in Section 1 and Section 2 of Part B in the permit application, 
respectively. 
 

III. On-site or local human-made features or events, both surface and subsurface.  
The Location Restriction Report and Hydrogeologic Assessment Report are 
addressed in Section 1 and Section 2 of Part B in the permit application, 
respectively. The Closure Drawings depict the human-made features and are 
included in Section 9 of the permit application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(vi) – Groundwater monitoring plan in accordance with Rule 391-3-4-.10(6). 

The Groundwater Monitoring Plan is included in Section 6 of Part A of the permit 
application. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)6.(vii) – Closure through removal of CCR is subject only to (v)(I) above and is 
not subject to the financial assurance requirements of Rule 391-3-4-.13.  

This permit application is for closure-in-place of AP-3; therefore, this does not apply and 
financial assurance will be provided upon approval of post-closure cost estimates by EPD. 
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